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• Public Engagement Survey Results
• Stakeholder Meetings
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• Next Steps
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Public Engagement Survey

Glen Arbor Township 
Community Parks & Recreation Plan 

 
The Glen Arbor Parks & Recreation Board, in conjunction with the Township Board are in the 
process of developing a MDNR 5-year Community Parks and Recreation Plan. This document will 
aid in the future planning and development of park facilities and recreational programming for 
the Township as well allow for the Township to pursue State grant funding.  
 
The Township would like to engage you in this process by asking that 
you fill out a survey which is available both online and at Glen Arbor 
Township Hall. To complete the survey online, scan the QR code or visit 
the Parks & Recreation webpage at 
www.glenarbortownship.com/departments/parks-and-recreation.com. 
Survey responses will be accepted until September 6, 2022. 
 
The Parks & Recreation Board will also be hosting two public input sessions at the Glen Arbor 
Township Hall. Dates for these meetings are as follows: 
    

August 10, 2022 at 7:00pm 
October 12, 2022 at 7:00pm 
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Glen Arbor Township Community Parks & Recreation Plan Survey SurveyMonkey
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0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.94% 5

7.33% 39

14.85% 79

20.68% 110

33.08% 176

23.50% 125

Q1 What is your age?
Answered: 532 Skipped: 2

Total Respondents: 532  
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28.81% 153

32.20% 171

9.04% 48

29.94% 159

Q2 Are you a year-round resident of Glen Arbor Township?
Answered: 531 Skipped: 3

TOTAL 531

Yes, I am aYes, I am a  year-roundyear-round
  GlenGlen  Arbor TownshipArbor Township
  resident/taxpayerresident/taxpayer

  Yes, I am a year-round
 Glen Arbor Township
 resident/taxpayer

I am a Glen ArborI am a Glen Arbor  TownshipTownship
  summersummer  resident/taxpayerresident/taxpayer
  I am a Glen Arbor Township
 summer resident/taxpayer

I am not a GlenI am not a Glen  ArborArbor
  TownshipTownship  resident/taxpayerresident/taxpayer
  I am not a Glen Arbor
 Township resident/taxpayer

I am a Glen ArborI am a Glen Arbor  TownshipTownship
  propertyproperty  owner/taxpayer,owner/taxpayer,
  butbut  do not reside heredo not reside here

  I am a Glen Arbor Township
 property owner/taxpayer,
 but do not reside here

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes, I am a year-round Glen Arbor Township resident/taxpayer

I am a Glen Arbor Township summer resident/taxpayer

I am not a Glen Arbor Township resident/taxpayer

I am a Glen Arbor Township property owner/taxpayer, but do not reside here

153

171

159

48
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61.78% 320

21.04% 109

17.18% 89

Q3 Do you participate in recreation activities (e.g. sports, physical
wellness, outdoor play, etc.) as often as you would like?

Answered: 518 Skipped: 16

TOTAL 518

YesYes  Yes

NoNo  No

SomeSome  Some

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No

Some

320

89

109
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60.26% 94

29.49% 46

17.95% 28

10.90% 17

2.56% 4

0.00% 0

8.33% 13

10.26% 16

16.03% 25

Q4 If you answered "No" to question three, please identify the reasons
why you are not able to participate in recreation activities as often as you

would like.  Please check all that apply.
Answered: 156 Skipped: 378

Total Respondents: 156  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Lack of
personal...

Lack of
desired...

Lack of
desired...

Programs not
offered at a...

Programs/facili
ties too...

Lack of
transportation

Personal
health...

Lack of child
care

Other (please
specify)

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Lack of personal time/too busy

Lack of desired facilities

Lack of desired programs

Programs not offered at a convenient time

Programs/facilities too expensive

Lack of transportation

Personal health problems/disability/age

Lack of child care

Other (please specify)
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Lack of personal time/
too busy
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Lack of desired 
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Lack of 
transportation

Personal health 
problems/disability/age

Lack of 
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Other 
(please specify)
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Q5 Within the last 12 months, which of the following activities have you
participated in? Please check all that apply.

Answered: 504 Skipped: 30

None of the
above

Attending
events (e.g....

Walking or
hiking for...

Fishing

Ice skating

Pickleball

Tennis

Beach
activities

Cross country
skiing

Baseball/Softba
ll

Running/Jogging

Soccer

Volleyball

Basketball

Cycling/Mountai
n biking

Canoeing/Kayaki
ng/Paddle...

Farmer's market

Use of
playground...
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4

326

460

105

22

200

116

404

122

16

None of 
the above

Attending events (e.g. art festival, 
social groups, chili cook-off)

Walking or hiking 
for leisure

Fishing

Ice skating

Pickleball

Tennis

Beach 
activities

Cross country 
skiing

Baseball/softball
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0.79% 4

64.68% 326

91.27% 460

20.83% 105

4.37% 22

39.68% 200

23.02% 116

80.16% 404

24.21% 122

3.17% 16

30.56% 154

3.37% 17

2.38% 12

11.71% 59

64.68% 326

63.29% 319

77.38% 390

43.25% 218

43.25% 218

7.54% 38

5.36% 27

Total Respondents: 504  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Working out with a trainer 9/13/2022 12:43 PM

2 Lots of swimming. 8/31/2022 12:06 PM

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Performances
by musical...

Organized
older adult...

Other (please
specify)

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

None of the above

Attending events (e.g. art festival, social groups, chili cook-off)

Walking or hiking for leisure

Fishing

Ice skating

Pickleball

Tennis

Beach activities

Cross country skiing

Baseball/Softball

Running/Jogging

Soccer

Volleyball

Basketball

Cycling/Mountain biking

Canoeing/Kayaking/Paddle boarding

Farmer's market

Use of playground equipment

Performances by musical groups or singers

Organized older adult programs (e.g. guest speakers, gentle fitness, cards, etc.)

Other (please specify)
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Q5 Continued.

154

17

12

59

326

319

390

218

218

38

27

Running/jogging

Soccer

Volleyball

Basketball

Cycling/mountain biking

Canoeing/kayaking/
paddleboarding

Farmer’s 
market

Use of playground 
equipment

Performances by musical
 groups or singers

Organized older adult programs (e.g. guest 
speakers, gentle fitness, cards, etc.)

Other 
(please specify)
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71.34% 356

14.03% 70

14.63% 73

Q6 Did any of the activities identified in question five utilize Glen Arbor
Township community recreational facilities?

Answered: 499 Skipped: 35

TOTAL 499

YesYes  Yes

NoNo  No

SomeSome  Some

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No

Some

356

73

70
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26.12% 35

5.22% 7

0.75% 1

6.72% 9

61.19% 82

Q7 If you answered "No" or "Some" to question six, what is the primary
reason for not utilizing Glen Arbor Township community recreational

facilities?
Answered: 134 Skipped: 400

TOTAL 134

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 None of my activities occurred on/in township facilities. 9/13/2022 12:43 PM

2 I went to events/ did activities in order places as well as Glen Arbor 9/6/2022 1:54 PM

3 activities were elsewhere 9/6/2022 9:00 AM

4 Don’t know pickleball 9/2/2022 12:22 PM

5 My preferred activities don’t require township facilities 8/31/2022 11:12 PM

6 No need 8/29/2022 10:20 PM

7 too crowded / don't need playground equipment to do the things I want to do :) 8/29/2022 6:42 AM

8 Just need more time as a full-time resident in Glen Arbor. 8/29/2022 3:10 AM

9 Would be nice to have indoor pickleball courts for rain or winter days. 8/24/2022 8:48 PM

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Lack of
offering

Inconvenient
location

Poor facility
condition

Insufficient
support...

Other (please
specify)

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Lack of offering

Inconvenient location

Poor facility condition

Insufficient support facilities (e.g. restrooms, parking, drinking fountains, etc.)

Other (please specify)
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35

7

1

9

82

Lack of 
offering

Inconvenient 
location

Poor facility 
condition

Insufficient support facilities 
(e.g. restrooms, parking, 
drinking fountains, etc.)

Other 
(please specify)
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Q8 What facilities in Glen Arbor Township and the surrounding
communities do you use for recreation, well-being, and cultural activities?

Please check all that apply.
Answered: 488 Skipped: 46

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Public park in
Glen Arbor

Public parks
or facilitie...

Music or
theater venues

Private sports
or exercise...

Churches or
church-based...

Sleeping Bear
Heritage Trail

Programs or
activities i...

Glen Arbor
Arts Center

Activities
sponsored by...

School-based
facilities

Lake Street
boat launch

Other (please
specify)
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376

224

148

137

67

438

Public park in Glen 
Arbor

Public parks or facilities 
in other communities

Music or 
theater venues

Private sports or 
exercise facilities

Churches or church-
based facilities

Sleeping Bear 
Heritage Trail
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0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Public park in
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Glen Arbor
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Q8 Continued.

203

189

248

69

87

31

Programs or activities 
in Glen Arbor Township 

Glen Arbor 
Arts Center

Activities sponsored by the 
National Parks Service (Sleeping 
Bear Dunes National Lakeshore)

School-based 
facilities

Lake Street 
boat launch

Other 
(please specify)
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Q9 What is your satisfaction level with the following Glen Arbor Township
facilities?

Answered: 492 Skipped: 42

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Strongly Un… Somewhat … Neutral Somewhat …

Strongly Sa…

Indoor
Recreation...

Outdoor
Recreation...

Public
Restroom...
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Recreation 
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Recreation 

Facilities
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Restroom 

Facilities



15Glen Arbor Township Community Parks and Recreation Plan

Public Engagement Survey Results
Glen Arbor Township Community Parks & Recreation Plan Survey SurveyMonkey
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Q10 What is your satisfaction level with Glen Arbor Township's recreational
activities and programming?

Answered: 487 Skipped: 47

1.23%
6

5.95%
29

39.22%
191

29.16%
142

24.44%
119

 
487

 
3.70

# ADDITIONAL COMMENTS DATE

1 Consider sponsoring an annual weekday picnic event in July 9/13/2022 12:21 PM

2 The current park has set a great standard for future projects from a quality and aesthetic
standpoint. More people continue to move to our community and planning for the future is key.
An ice rink, area for artists to perform, covered space to host birthday parties, additional
pickleball courts would all lend to improving the our wonderful community. The township should
plan for future expansion and acquire land while it is still available or adding future amenities
will be difficult.

9/3/2022 2:25 PM

3 Not aware of Glen arbor activities- just come up for a couple of weeks in the summer to the
homestead- would like to know more about what is going on.

9/2/2022 12:27 PM

4 We used the programs like Port Oneida Days more when our son was younger. 8/31/2022 12:13 PM

5 Not sure as seems like unless your year round residents you’re left out of the loop of things. 8/30/2022 12:01 PM

6 Neutral. Neither good nor bad. I need to spend more time in Glen Arbor as full-time, year
around resident.

8/29/2022 3:15 AM

7 Not sure about programming; have not been able to be up for a long period of leisure time to
investigate.

8/25/2022 3:35 PM

8 I don’t use the programs but generally love the outdoor activities (summer and fall) 8/22/2022 8:14 PM

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Strongly Un… Somewhat … Neutral Somewhat …

Strongly Sa…

(no label)

 STRONGLY
UNSATISFIED

SOMEWHAT
UNSATISFIED

NEUTRAL SOMEWHAT
SATISFIED

STRONGLY
SATISFIED

TOTAL WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

(no
label)

6

29

191

142

119
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Q11 To what degree do you oppose or support Glen Arbor Township
spending public funds on developing new or improving existing facility

types?
Answered: 480 Skipped: 54

Parks and open
space...

Unpaved nature
trails

Paved trails
(cycling,...

Playgrounds
and equipment

Space for
youth programs

Indoor fitness
facilities

Pavilion for
music and...

Ice rink for
outdoor skat...

Multipurpose
field (e.g....

Splash pads

Sand
volleyball...

Outdoor court
lighting

Additional
tennis courts

Additional
pickleball...

Indoor walking
track

Township Hall
facilities a...

Space for
older adult...

Off-leash dog
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Parks and open space 
(including picnic areas)

Unpaved nature 
trails

Paved trails 
(cycling, walking)

Playgrounds and 
equipment

Space for youth 
programs

Indoor fitness 
facilities

Pavilion for music and 
outdoor performances

Ice rink for outdoor 
skating or curling

Multipurpose field 
(e.g. soccer, softball, etc.)

Splashpads
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Q11 Continued.

Sand volleyball 
court

Outdoor court lighting

Additional 
tennis courts

Additional pickleball 
courts

Indoor walking 
track

Township Hall facilities and 
meeting areas

Space for older adult programs (e.g. 
low-impact fitness, shuffle board, cards, 

bocce, board games, etc.)
Off-leash dog park

Year-round and/or 24/7 
restroom facilities
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46.85% 223

48.74% 232

51.26% 244

28.57% 136

6.30% 30

7.56% 36

Q12 How do you think the Township should pay for additional parks and
recreation amenities and their maintenance?  Please check all that apply.

Answered: 476 Skipped: 58

Total Respondents: 476  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Glen Arbor needs to maintain some of its quieter village charm and not turn into a mini
Traverse City. We have plenty of opportunities now for recreation with beautiful beaches and
many miles of bike trails, as well as the Crystal River. Enhance what we have. Don’t build
more.

8/31/2022 12:27 PM

2 Why not seek funds in all areas. All we can do is ask! 8/31/2022 9:11 AM

3 I firmly believe that funds received from the tax base should be used for public projects to
benefit all that are paying those taxes, and not projects that benefit private projects and/or
organizations. We don’t want tax funds to go to recreation/community improvements that we

8/30/2022 12:16 PM

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Private
fundraising,...

Private
fundraising,...

A renewal of
the current...

An increase to
the communit...

None of the
above. I wo...

Other (please
specify)

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Private fundraising, grants (public and private), volunteer labor, and limited general fund expenditures

Private fundraising, grants (public and private), volunteer labor, and greater general fund expenditures

A renewal of the current community millage to expand the parks and recreation system

An increase to the community millage to expand the parks and recreation system

None of the above.  I would like no additional resources or general fund expenditures to be spent on parks and
recreation assets or programs.

Other (please specify)
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223

232

244

136

30

36

Private fundraising, grants (public 
and private), volunteer labor, and 
limited general fund expenditures

Private fundraising, grants (public 
and private), volunteer labor, and 

greater general fund expenditures

A renewal of the current 
community millage to expand the 

parks and recreation system

An increase to the community 
millage to expand the parks and 

recreation system

None of the above. I would like no 
additional resources or general fund 

expenditures to be spent on parks 
and recreation assets or programs. 

Other 
(please specify)
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Q13 Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statements:
Answered: 470 Skipped: 64

1.94%
9

4.73%
22

19.78%
92

39.35%
183

34.19%
159

 
465

1.28%
6

0.43%
2

5.57%
26

25.70%
120

67.02%
313

 
467

1.10%
5

3.52%
16

59.56%
271

16.70%
76

19.12%
87

 
455

2.19%
10

3.50%
16

42.23%
193

33.26%
152

18.82%
86

 
457

3.85%
18

5.35%
25

15.42%
72

31.91%
149

43.47%
203

 
467

# ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: DATE

1 Glen Arbor Township should buy the putt-putt on the river and make it an additional park/public
land space for use as a community space.

9/13/2022 12:26 PM

2 Parks help form community and friendships. Families need recreational opportunities year
round.

9/3/2022 2:33 PM

3 I don’t agree with expanding facilities which will mostly attract and be used by tourists. There
is enough to do already with the national park, hiking, bike trail, beaches, art center, tennis,
etc. Town is getting too crowded in the summertime. I do support activities and facilities
catering to local, year-round families.

8/31/2022 11:27 PM

4 See previous comments. We don’t need to look like Disneyland or Wolf Lodge. Other 8/31/2022 12:44 PM

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Strongly Di… Somewhat … Neutral Somewhat …

Strongly Ag…

I am generally
satisfied wi...

Glen Arbor
Township's...

Glen Arbor
Township's...

Glen Arbor
Township

sho...

Parks and
recreation...

 STRONGLY
DISAGREE

SOMEWHAT
DISAGREE

NEUTRAL SOMEWHAT
AGREE

STRONGLY
AGREE

TOTAL

I am generally satisfied with the geographic
distribution of parks and recreation facilities in
Glen Arbor Township.

Glen Arbor Township's parks are generally
well-maintained.

Glen Arbor Township's indoor recreation
facilities are well-maintained.

Glen Arbor Township should consider alternate
uses for community facilities to maximize use.

Parks and recreation facilities should be a high
priority for Glen Arbor Township.
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I am generally satisfied with 
the geographic distribution of 
parks and recreation facilities 

in Glen Arbor Township 

Glen Arbor Township’s parks 
are generally well-maintained 

Glen Arbor Township’s indoor 
recreation facilities are 

well-maintained.

Glen Arbor Township should 
consider alternate uses 
for community facilities 

to maximize use. 

Parks and recreation facilities 
should be a high priority for 

Glen Arbor Township.
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Q14 Please list the top activities that you participate in outside of 
Glen Arbor Township.
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Q15 Please list any parks, recreation, or cultural activities that you would like to see 
offered in Glen Arbor Township that are currently not available.
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Q16 Please provide any additional comments you may have regarding recreation 
facilities in Glen Arbor Township.

General support for the 
Glen Arbor Parks and 

Recreation Board
Additional parking 

should be considered

More pickleball courts 
are needed

Additional restrooms, 
year-round restrooms

Additional facilities will 
attract more tourists

Better park and facility 
maintenance

Indoor facilities for 
recreation activities 

during the winter months
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Selection of comments from the survey:
• Programming related to pickleball/tennis (i.e. lessons, leagues, 
socials). Ways to learn a new activity, meet new people and 
interact on a social level. 

• A stronger/safer connection between Glen Arbor and the 
Homestead would be beneficial. 

• Potential tourist taxes and facility usage fees where applicable.
• Acquire the putt-putt golf property on the Crystal River.
• Better partnerships with other providers of parks and recreation 
activities (i.e. schools, SBDNL, private businesses, etc.)

• I am not aware of any indoor recreation programming. 
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Stakeholder Meetings

Glen Lake Community Schools
• GLCS expressed interest in collaboration with the Township on recreation 
programming and facility use. 

Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore
• Discussed a future plan to extend the Heritage Trail to downtown Glen Arbor. 
• Discussed a future plan to replace culverts with open-span bridges along the 
Crystal River. 

Glen Lake Women’s Club
• Air conditioning at the gymnasium.
• Winter activities such as exercise classes, card clubs, movie nights, etc.
• Intergenerational activites such as the fall festival.
• A dog park.
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Previous Public Meeting Recap
The Miller Hill Property:

•	 A	great	lookout.
•	 Seasonal	road	is	marginally	maintained.
•	 Cul-de-sac	could	use	improvements.
•	 Property	must	be	used	for	parks	and	recreation.

Pickleball & Tennis:
•	 Glen	Lake	School	has	8	new	tennis	courts.	Some	of	the	regular	tennis	players	have	moved	from	

Township	Park	to	the	school.
•	 Empire	has	two	pickleball	courts	that	one	user	plays	at	due	to	Township	Park	being	so	busy.	
•	 The	feasibility	of	adding	pickleball	courts	to	Township	Park	was	discussed.	

Township Park:
•	 Outoor	fitness	equipment	is	rarely	used.	
•	 Diversity	of	facilities	at	Township	Park	is	what	makes	it	successful.
•	 Greenspace	for	children	to	throw	a	ball	or	run	around	is	important.	
•	 Property	must	be	used	for	parks	and	recreation.

Other Comments:
•	 The	Township	should	acquire	the	putt-putt	golf	property.
•	 Maintenance	is	a	concern.	Could	a	“friends	of	the	park”	approach	work?
•	 A	tourist	tax	was	discussed.	
•	 Silent	disco,	dances,	movie	nights,	euchre/bunco,	bingo,	3x3	basketball	tournaments	and	exercise	

classes	were	all	menntioned.	
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Map of Public Parks and Recreation Facilities
Glen Arbor Township Hall / Gymnasium

Glen Arbor Boat Ramp

Township Park

Glen Arbor Garden & Visitor Center

Canoe Access on Crystal River

Little Glen Lake Access at Narrows

Miller Hill Property
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Public Forum

Comments regarding any of the information discussed in 
this presentation or general comments regarding Glen Arbor 
Township parks and recreation are welcomed. 
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Next Steps...

• Develop a draft community parks and recreation plan for public 
review during the 30-day review period. 

Important Upcoming Dates

 Public Review Period      November, 2022


